Objectives: Beta-blockers (BB) have become the cornerstone for medical management in patients with chronic type B aortic dissection (TBAD). However, the effect of receiving BB during hospitalization for surgical repair of TBAD is not fully described. We sought to investigate the interaction of patient-related factors and medications used during open aortic repair (OAR) and endovascular (TEVAR) intervention for nontraumatic TBAD.
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Follow-up Imaging of Blunt Vertebral Artery Injuries Is Unnecessary
Mary C. Nally, Catherine Kling, Heather Lillemoe, Kyle M. Hocking, Clifford Garrard III, John A. Curci, Thomas C. Naslund, Rawson Valentine. Vanderbilt University Medical Center, Nashville, Tenn
Objectives: Routine computed tomography (CT) imaging in trauma patients has led to increased recognition of blunt vertebral artery injuries (BVI). We sought to determine the prevalence of strokes, injury progression, and need for intervention in patients with BVI.
Methods: Consecutive patients presenting with BVI over two years were identified from the institutional trauma registry. Inpatient records, imaging studies and follow-up data were reviewed in detail from the electronic medical record.
Results: 76 BVI were identified in 70 patients (64% males, mean age 47 6 19 years); bilateral injuries occurred in 6 patients. Mechanism of injury included MVC (n ¼ 47), fall (n ¼ 16), pedestrian motor vehicle accident (n ¼ 2), chiropractic manipulation (n ¼ 3), and assault (n ¼ 2). 58 (83%) had associated C-spine fractures. 6 (8.5%) patients had CT or magnetic resonance imaging evidence of posterior circulation infarctions during admission, but only one had residual stroke symptoms after discharge. Minor (grade 1 or 2) injuries occurred in 25 patients (36%), while severe (grade 3 or 4) injuries occurred in 45 (64%). Twelve patients died of associated injuries (8 with severe BVI, 4 with minor BVI, NSD). Of the 58 surviving to discharge, 31 (53%) returned for follow-up CT scans. Six of 10 Abstracts
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